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Media Release 08 June 2005


Road User Charging


Ray Wilkes, co-ordinator of the Yorkshire and the Humber Transport Activists’ Round Table (YHTAR), an umbrella group for sustainable transport campaigners, calls on all road transport, business and environmental organisations to engage positively with the proposals for road user charging announced by Mr Alistair Darling. 


With air, rail and bus travel, cost is roughly proportional to distance travelled, and there are discounts for all off-peak travel. Most people would agree that this is a sensible charging system. 


The same system for road travel would bring direct congestion benefits. The problem at present with private road transport is that a high proportion of travel costs are fixed so there is little incentive to plan journeys economically or away from busy times or to consider alternatives to car use. 


If road user charging shifted the fixed costs to mileage related costs, people would naturally plan their journeys differently in a way that would reduce car use when there were good alternatives. There would be no need for punitive charging. 


There are several indirect bonuses. The charging system would make dodging insurance and road tax very difficult, so overall costs for honest motorists could fall, while still giving a good incentive to cut car mileage by walking or cycling short distances and using public transport at busy times or for longer journeys. 


The system could make car theft extremely difficult bringing further insurance reductions. 


The system could include incentives to drive safely and take-up advanced driver courses, cutting crashes and ensuing congestion. Insurance costs could also be mileage related and include incentives for safe and responsible driving. 


Congestion reduction would bring important business and economic benefits. It would also allow the rapid growth of high quality, reliable bus services allowing people easier choices about when not to drive. 


There are potential pitfalls. People will be concerned that there is no increase in road taxes. The system is reliable, transparent and simple. The charges should be structured to discourage rat running and irresponsible or environmentally damaging behaviour. 


However, the potential problems could be avoided by intelligent and positive engagement by all interested parties.
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